It is my first night in South Africa. A sea of international students and visitors are sitting in a sanctuary where crutches, removed braces, before-and-after photos of documented healings, and a banner that reads, "2013: The Year of the Overflow" serve as the room's main decor. But it is the front, not the walls of the room that has caught the undivided attention of every person. A woman in a wheelchair is being pulled out of her comfort zone and into freedom, step by step until all hands let go and she is the only one supporting herself. Two minutes ago, I doubted this was possible. Now God says:

    "Healing is easy, because I am big."

In the past year at ministry school, I learned many skills: From life skills that come from living on your own for the first time—such as planning, goal and priority-setting, cooking, driving, and commitment-keeping—to communication skills that come from living in a garage-apartment with three other girls with a family of six next door. On a theological level, I now have a solid foundation on Biblical and Christian history, spiritual gifts, Kingdom core values, and hermeneutics that help me connect to God—God who molded me into my calling, gave me vision, and revealed His heart to me. As God’s faith and love has exploded inside my heart these past few months, I have realized that not only is God big. He is big in me. 
 So when I went to South Africa, everything that had happened on the inside began to overflow onto the people I ministered to. When I sang a spontaneous song over a girl in the crowd in Johannesburg about the Father's love, she burst into tears, later telling me that her father had abandoned her at two. Before that, a woman had told me that advice I had thought was simple had “changed her life.” By the end of those three weeks, I finally believed what I had learned all year, because I had lived it out: that my voice carried authority, that my creative gifts set people free, that I had something important to offer to the world, and that God was never going to leave me. But that was just a taste of what was to come.

       I decided that if God was Big, this was just a take-off point. He could move anywhere. He could do anything. So I booked a ticket to France to reconnect with friends and discover what God was up to there. So far, here’s what has happened: I lived one of my dreams by dancing and helping to lead worship in church. One day on the street, I declared healing into a stranger’s wrist. I shared his surprised look as he exclaimed that the pain has decreased. While in Nantes, I stayed up until 3 am excitedly sharing stories with a radical young Franco-South African missionary couple over a “tisane.” They then invited me to share my testimony at a meeting they lead, saying it would inspire other people to "live radically for Jesus." So I did. In front of practical strangers. In a foreign language. For an hour. Two years ago, I would have never done any of this. Like a friend that I lead to Christ said, "the change in you has been huge." Since then, I have been able to give her advice on finding freedom…because I have lived it.
    But I’ve also realized that there are areas in my life in which I need to grow. I feel half-finished, but God is putting on the finishing touches. How can I influence people no matter where I am? How can I access the skills, power, and boldness to help others find freedom and salvation through His power and love? I believe the answer is to continue my studies at Bethel School of Supernatural Ministry, which is ultimately a three-year program. They say that during First Year, we are transformed, and that during Second Year we learn to transform others and live a lifestyle of revival, not just a year. Seeing the confidence, facility, and excellence which the Second Year students shared their vision, shared their sermons, and shared the gospel during my mission trip definitely confirmed this. Their lifestyles flowed from the belief that God is big in them. During the Second Year classes, we worship together and learn about Biblical leadership together. Then, we specialize in Bible and ministry classes. Outside of class, we are given opportunities to lead First Year students during outreaches and have greater responsibilities during mission trips. We are chosen to be the ministry teams of leaders within the church. We are put into home groups and develop community. I plan to audition for the worship team, which would be a way to put into practice my creative gifts. 
      God has promises to finish the good work started in me so He can accomplish something big through me! Because of His bigness, I know that He is easily able to provide the funds for this coming year. When I was fundraising for South Africa, God already did “far more abundantly” beyond what I had asked for. I needed $3100. The Lord provided $4200 through many of you—enough to cover personal and team expenses. If He can provide this for three weeks in Africa, I know that He can exceed that for nine months in California, which will cost $3800 ($1800 by September 2) for tuition plus the costs of living expenses. At the moment, I do not have the funds for any of these. Please join me in prayer as I quickly find work, supporters, direction, and community for this next year. It’s gonna be big! If you are excited about investing in this next part of my journey, you are more than welcome to donate directly to ibssm.org or send a check to my parents’ address or make a check out to Bethel Church and send to: Bethel Church, ATTN: BSSM Tuition, 933 College View Drive, Redding, CA 96003. Feel free to visit my website to see pictures, watch videos, and read blogs from this past year and summer! I will be posting updates about my year and any tuition payments and deadlines at joannasyearatbethel.weebly.com. Thank you in advance (
Finally, I am interested in sending out a newsletter every few months by email versus by snail mail. If you would like to receive this, please send me an email at joannameriem@sbcglobal.net with subject title: “Joanna’s Newsletter.” My hope is that community will become a big part of my life as I follow my Father’s leading, step by step throughout this life adventure, and this is a way to put it in place. 
Thank you again for your prayer and support. I leave you with this prayer that has burst forth inside my heart and overflowed into my life these past few months: 
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I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us, 21 to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:17b-21
Dream bigger, Joanna
